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importance of Flanders. He sought to extend his authority
also over the Church and over ecclesiastical property, and
though he came in this way into conflict with the Papacy he
met with no humiliation such as his suzerain had to endure.
Robert II who succeeded him reversed his father's ecclesias-
tical policy, and imitated Baldwin V in advancing the
frontiers of Flanders on the north and east. But whether
the policy was internal organisation or acquisition of territory
at the expense of Germany, the result as far as Philip was
concerned was the same. The count (or marquis, as he
often justifiably styled himself) acted almost as an inde-
pendent sovereign ; he recognised the suzerainty of the king
of France, and also for some of his territories of the king of
Germany, but felt himself under no obligation to either.
Robert the Frisian on one occasion, in conjunction with his
son-in-law king Canute of Denmark, formed a scheme for the
invasion of England ; but he did no more than threaten, and
he was scheming in his own interests, not in those of the
king of France.
France and go against Normandy Philip I was left to do what he could
Engan ^ kimself; it was something, at any rate, that he could
count on the goodwill of both Anjou and Flanders. But it
was no use for him to summon a general expedition, and he
did not attempt it. Instead he relied on his wits. Philip had
considerable ability, though the weakness of the monarchy
and his natural indolence tended to obscure it. He had
displayed it in the shrewdness with which he seized oppor-
tunities for adding to his domain; he displayed it again by
the skill with which he used every opportunity to harass
William I. For instance, in 1076, he came to the aid of the
Bretons and assisted them to raise the siege of Dol. In
particular, he made every use of the constant factions within
the English royal family; for over a century this was to be
the chief way in which the French kings were able to make
head against their dangerous neighbour. So in 1077, when
William's eldest son Robert revolted against his father,
Philip joined forces with Robert and assisted him to get
possession of the stronghold of Gerberoy; William was
wounded in an unsuccessful attempt to recover it in 1079.
This seems to have led to peace between the two kings, and
Robert was also reconciled with his father. But in 1083

